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Effect of picture naming training on naming ability of patients with semantic
dementia: a preliminary study
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[Abstract] Objective To explore the feasibility of picture naming training in improving naming
ability of patients with semantic dementia (SD). Methods A total of 14 cases of semantic dementia whose
the first symptom was semantic memory impairment were given picture naming training 30 min/time, twice a
day, for 5 d from October 2018 to December 2020 at Xuanwu Hospital, Capital Medical University. One
day before and one day after the end of training, Picture Naming Test and Boston Naming Test (BNT) were
used to evaluate the naming ability. Results After training, Picture Naming Test score (65.79 +34.54 vs.
49.79 + 30.85; ¢ =-3.297, P =0.001) and BNT score [6.50 (4.75, 14.00) vs. 5.00 (3.00, 11.50); Z =-2.007,

P =0.045] were higher than before training. Conclusions Picture naming training can effectively improve

the naming ability of patients with semantic dementia.
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Table 1. Clinical data of 14 cases of semantic dementia
FE MR AR REGE) ZHEERE ERIER £ BlAE AR MMSE 4> CDRiF4> ADLIT4:
1 Ltk 63 2.00 AR WO eI JIGaR , B R AR T SRR D T R 22 1.00 85
2 L 64 4.00 i SIS TR 10 J186R | B R ARSI Sl R R 26 1.00 95
3 B 62 0.50 L W SGEAZ R 012 T8GR 21 1.00 90
4 Ltk 63 3.00 /N B SCIRIZ G 212 S WG | B W A TR S RE D R 17 1.00 75
5 Lk 50 3.00 Bt iR SRR VA R TR VAR B} 23 1.00 95
6 P 72 2.00 i WG eI maR , FE A TR TG S RE D R R 23 0.50 95
7 70 3.00 AR AL IC AT S i1 1 isGR 20 0.50 75
8 &tk 62 2.00 S [ ST VA R =TSR VAW B 11 2.00 60
9 Ltk 53 1.00 B H iR ST VA X TR S 26 0.50 95
10 Bk 73 3.00 i S TRA VA R R TRRVAVIR B} 19 1.00 75
11 Bk 71 2.00 i B SIS A - AR RR VAR B 21 1.00 85
12 Bk 62 2.00 LR NG TRUVA R TR VAV R B3 21 0.50 80
13 60 1.00 I [Ei B A TRRVA R S TR VAR $1E3 20 1.00 85
14 B 62 1.50 Sk B ST TN R 15 1.00 75
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MMSE, Mini-Mental State Examination, fij 2 & GE IR &K & 4 % ; CDR, Clinical Dementia Rating Scale, Il A 5 R PE A B % 5 ADL, Activities of
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Table 2. Comparison of Picture Naming Test and BNT
scores of 14 patients with semantic dementia before and
after picture naming training
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