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[ Abstract)

Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) is a chronic systemic autoimmune disease, which is

characterized by high levels of autoantibodies and multisystem damage. Neuropsychiatric SLE (NPSLE)

involves both the central and peripheral nervous systems, which is one major cause of death in SLE

patients. Pathogenesis of NPSLE is complicated. Currently it is known that there are two mechanisms to

be involved in NPSLE: one is cerebrovascular injury mediated by immune complex containing

autoantibodies, and the other is brain tissue damage induced by inflammatory mediators originated from

autoimmunity.
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